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The challenge

ÁCampbell (2008) Managing 

Australiaõs Soils.

ÅCurrent policy 
ÁLacked Focus

ÁEnergy and enthusiasm

ÅNeed for reinvestment
ÁData infrastructure

ÁInformation and Professional Capacity

ÁRebuilding soils literacy
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Soil management

ÁOvershadowed by 

Åwater 

Åclimate change

Åother issues

ÁInteractions largely 

ignored

ÁShift from societal 

issue
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Road Blocks to Soil 

Management

ÁDisconnection

ÁPolitical In-action

ÁAd-hoc short term 

funding modelling

ÁDecline commitment, 

knowledge and capacity
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How do we face the present and future soil challenges?
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Can we slow or even reverse soil 

degradation?
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Facing the present and future 

soil challenges: the way forward

ÁWhat are the future soil 

challenges?

ÁFederal Policy 

Framework

ÁThe role of ASSSI and 

IUSS + EIANZ

ÁEducation and Training

ÁSuccesses
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Future Soil Issues

ÁETS and agriculture

ÁNutrient Decline

ÅWhole-of-crop removal 

for bio-fuels

ÅRun down of CNS, P 

and K
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Future Soil Issues

ÁNutrient Decline

ÅWhole-of-crop removal 

for biofuels

ÅRun down of CNS, P 

and K

ÁWorld Urea Prices

ÅClosely link to oil

ÁPhosphate Supplies

Å50-100yrs
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Future Soil Issues

ÁSoil Moisture Decline

ÅDecline in catchment yield

ÅOrganic C

10



Future Soils

ÁSoil conservation and 

protection of top shelf 

soils

ÅZoningébut 

superannuation for many 

baby boomers

ÁSoil microbiology

ÅTools are here

ÁInterconnections between 

disciplines
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Federal Policy Framework
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ÁDepartment of Soil

ÅModelled on Department 

of Water

ÅLong-term funding 

ÅInterdisciplinary 
ÁSocial-environmental-

ecomonic

ÅHub and Spokes Model
ÁASSSI (Hub)

ÁGovernance

ÁResearch

ÁEnterprise 



Role of ASSSI

ÁHub of Soil Management

ÁFulfils core objectives

ÅPromotion of the field science

ÅFurther Expertise

ÅForum

ÅIncrease govt and community 

awareness

ÅEncourage research and extension

ÅWise management of soil resources
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Role of ASSSI

ÁASSSI executive 

Åshould produce a policy 

document from the biennial 

conference

ÅShould broaden conference 

to include industry groups, 

alternative practitioners and 

NRM

ÅòSoils Festivaló rather than 

conference
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Educationand Training

ÁContinuing Education 

Options

ÅIntegration with IUSS

ÅSydney University 

Postgraduate 

Veterinary Science 

Program

ÅAustralian Ground 

Water School

ÅMethods and 

Applications
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Educationand Training

ÁAustralian Soil Research 

and Training Centre

ÅMultiple University and 

Industry

ÅDeliver postgraduate soil 

courses

ÅAddress and research 

key soil problems and 

find solutions
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Successes

ÁAcid sulfate soils

ÅNational Framework
ÁNATCAS

ÅCoordinate Approach
ÁUniõsIndustry and 

Government

ÅDevelopment of Statutory 

Framework

ÅOn-going funding

ÅSocietal Recognition
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Conclusions

ÁDevelopment of sound Federal Govt. Framework

ÅIncludes all sectors

ÁASSSI

ÅCentral Role

ÁBroaden Conference

ÅNot stuffy soil taxonomy discussion

éé.But fun and excitingééé academic stuff can 

happen in a side room

ÁRethink Education
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