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Good news

The Great Barrier Reef is:

ÅOne of the most diverse and remarkable 
ecosystems in the world

ÅOne of the healthiest coral reef ecosystems

ÅA leading example of world's best practice 
management



Bad news



http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/corp_site/info_services/library/resources/image_collection/showfull.html?id=6316
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Policy definition

A policy is typically described as a 
deliberate plan of action to guide 
decisions and achieve rational 
outcome(s). ... However, the term 
may also be used to denote what is 
actually done, even though it is 
unplanned .
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy

http://www.google.com.au/url?&q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy&ei=L2zOSsW5OYz6sQPg1ODFDg&sa=X&oi=define&ct=&cd=1&usg=AFQjCNF9rvUuxeUMw85Kbe-jmmYoeWJuCg


Practice definitions

1. Repetition of an activity to 
improve skill. 

2. The ongoing pursuit of a craft 
or profession , particularly in 
medicine or the fine arts. 

Adapted from Hockings 
et al.  2006, IUCN WCPA
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Partnership definition

a cooperative relationship between 
people or groups who agree to share 
responsibility for achieving some 
specific goal



GBRMPA ïHistory of 
management events

1975        1980         1985        1990    1995      2000         2005      2010

Legislation  Assessment  Monitoring             ESS    EPBC
Partnerships (Govt)       & Deed Partnerships (Community)

Policies (Board) EMP   SEA
Policies (Public)

Rezoning
Practice (EIANZ)
Partnerships (Industry)

Risk assessment
Partnerships (schools)

Partnership (Council)
Outlook report



Desirable KPIs

KPI - Number of formalised partnerships (MOU, 
MA) with key stakeholders

KPI - Best environmental impact management 
practise at GBRMPA

KPI - Best environmental impact management 
practise by stakeholders



Example - Policy, Practice 
and Partnership?



Policy - GBRMPA

Å Environmental Impact Management
Å Dredging and Spoil Disposal
Å Structures
Å Sewage Discharges From Marine Outfalls

Å Cruise Shipping
Å Managing Tourism Permissions
Å Moorings
Å Managing Bareboat Operations
Å Managing Scientific Research

Å Managing Activities That Include the Direct Take of a 
Protected Species



Artificial reefs

Guidelines developed

1 FAD approved and several proposals\ applications



Stakeholder comments
Policy 

"Playing a unique role at the interface 
between policy and implementation, the 
GBRMPA, through their Climate Change 
Program, continues to make unparalleled 
contributions to the future of the Reef, and 
those industries and people who depend on 
it, in the face of climate change."

Ove Hoegh - Guldberg , 

Centre for Marine Studies, UQ



Practice

ÁResponsible Reef Practices

ÁEIANZ membership and CEnVP

ÁFormal training (EMP, Risk)

ÁStandard Operational Procedures

ÁMentoring

ÁFeedback

ÁLessons learned workshops


